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1. The coustruction of 1he no:at Lmycrtant Hungarian highway, whicn will link P‘,‘/-‘.,‘_‘
with the capital, ic near orpletion. The strategilcs importance of this highw
1s evident, since the wids concrate highway runnaing w2st from the Danube anz
nearly stralght soutn from Budarest to the Yugoslav border, san carry tane hea: . o
Soviet armor. Up to tbhe prezsanbt, 250 km of this highwar novye t2ewn built, A -c:
inpg to the most moder or inles this highweay 1 bypasz i “vary larger towr or
village, as well as rallrcad awd cther road crcssinge, 1w 1o aake possinle
fast and undisturrel vassage o2 military forces.

2. The mlghway typas=en the Brion villace and rmns south a
State Farm at Sinalelep., T 1 hypasses ne village o
City (formerly callsi Dun in-Lla) | leter bypasses Sza 4 Tz
Darute towards the scuav:y., One part cof the higaway, Le Er:si and St
was built between 1949 anc the fall of 1952. In the sprimw < 1353 at tne villuge
of Peks, & 1.5 km vypas. s al:c constructed.

25X1 3. | |these bypas<e: alsc intend to hide
what and who 1is being carriec oM these highways, from the innazitants o the varicus

25X1 localitdies. the strateglc importance of this highway
is also evident Irom the ract tnat the road Is teing tullt as : ag nossivle

avcliding sharp curves, etc, For irstance, south of the 1L-ows ot where
the highway tuns qui*e strs.pen® tc the south, & great muny railroad and reoad undar-
passes as Wwell as bridges have feen bullt. This nlghway alsc puts an end n.o the
difficulty arising +hern dus rc bad weather, Pé’cs and the Yuwacslav bhorderland coull
only be reached by car, taking a long detour via S1dfok and iaposvar.,
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The surface of this highway is mostly concrete. There are, however, five to

ten km stretches with an asphalt surface. At the village of Hidas a high dem
and damebridge had to be built. EHerec a new method of surfacing has been trisd
for the first time in the Hungarian Peoples Democracy. The surface was covered
by prefabricated concrete slabs, each 1 squars meter, which were then Jjoined with
iron reinfereing bars and mortar. In case the dam sinks occasionally these slabse
can easily be exchanged. .

The mvv’nmtegic highway reaches the Scuthern Mwcsek Mountalns at the village of
MecsakpAdasd. Here the highway is led in an easy serpentine with due regard to
the expected heavy military traffic. The old highway hed a grade of 19 to 21
percent which according to .Soviet :xperts would have been toc stmep for heavy
armor. ‘fhus, novwhere on the new highway is the grade more than five persext.

Due to this, approximately 70,000 cubic meters of rock had to be tlazted and
1,250,000 cubic meters of earth had to be moved in the course of additionn: work.

The only unfinished part of the highway is shortly before Pacsvarad. This ~art wiil
not bl:remdy: until a much later date. Traffie om this section is belng uvet.nrsu.
Great difficulties had been encountered here, slice the building of tWe lainz
viaducts was found necessary. At present work is being carried out on this seswion
with great speed, and the bulldozing oI the ground between the two viaduct. Lo

the length of 1.5 km, has also begun. The chief engineer responsible Tor theze
works is at present & multiple Stakhanovite englneer called Francis Sardl =mployel
by the State Highway Buildiug Company. This company has the most up-to-date Ligh-
way construction equipment in Hungary. Thus 95 percent of concreting, and T o cv-
cent of all earth moving cen be carried out by mechanical means. One earth mavitg
mechine of the company is able to move 500 cubic meters of eartn daily, thus
replacing 50 workmen. Three such cranes are being serviced by a caterplllar
4sractor of the Stalinec type. The cranes carry the earth where 1t is needed.
Scraping of the earth, nowever, is being done with the help of the tracutors.

The first of the above-mentioned viaducts is the lergest viaduct in the suunt .
It is 32 meters high and 180 meters long, spanning the Varasd valley. The vi=du”
is being held by a concrete arch g6 meters in span. The scaffolding for =l.is Wi
built in February 21952. A cable elevator with & 24 meter high tower has alsc Leen
erected at the bridgehead. The Jork with 1t did not proceed as expecrtad, Therw s
also great difficulties during the winter due to a shortage of material. Siow
also delayed the work. Only by Apri11953 could the scheduled norms te achieved. I
man responsible for this extremely .important construction wors is uan enigma.
Sometimes experts fram the Budepest Hungarian Minlstry and also Soviat experts
come to inspect the construction of thls highway, nevertheless, %he wnole work is
entrusted to & 23 year old beginner. The contractor is the Rridge Constractlng
State Enterprise, led at present by engineer Cornelius Kerenyl, who by the spring
of 1952 had not yet received his diploma, and it is very difficult %o bhelieve that
he hes been promoted to such an.important Job due to his Party activities alone.
He received his diploma in the summer of 1952, and worked for a short time

at the construction of the Kussuth and Petosi Briages. He was appolinted to the
above-mentioned Job at the beginning of 1953.

The other wviaduct is 1hO meters long.
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